
83y~?i98 L2:32:82 -> 91~6549788 lit. L~t~r Q.S.o~    Page 884

. . ~ - ~.~. __ ~ ~ , ~ ~ . . .

~tate water propo~a~ ~iude~¢aied-down cana~

By B~II A~nsworth
STAFF WRITER

March 17, 1998

SACRAMENTO -- State andIederal officiate yesterday called the introduction of
three prol3osaI$ to fix the SanFrancisco Delta and improve the water supply of
8outhern California a milestone in California’s w~ter history.

What they didn’t say i8 that the most amt=itiou8 -- anO some say favored -- project
would look like someth;ng they’d rather forge:: t~e o10 PeriDl~eral Canat, a prol~osal
that was narrowly defeated in 1982 after a divisive water war beD~,een Northern and
Southern Cal!forr~{a.

They are so fearful of evoking memories of the last water fight that they are calling

scaled-Oown canal an "isolated facility." Ihey =nsist the project -- a 44-mile dana!
to convey water around the eastern side of the Delta -. bears only ~assing
resemblance to the o!d canal.

~Thls isn’t the same propose!," Gov. Pete Wilson said.
Wilson and other officials spoke yesl.er~ay at news conferences to unveil three

f~roposals from CalFed, a joint .state and federal agency that has worked for three
years to improve the ~tate’s water ~upply and restore the De!ta’s ecosystem.

Wilson said the 13roposa~s are the 13roduct of an "ur~precedented coalition" of federal
and state agencies, agricultural and urban water users and env;ronmenta.lists.

"This may be our last opportunity for oecacies to solve Cal;forn;a’e water problems,"
8aid state Sen. Jim Costa, D-Fresno.

The CalFed report outtines three alternatives: make small improvements to Delta
channels; make larger improvements and add storage facilities; or build a 44-mile
canal with significant new water storage.

Officially, local, state ancl federal officials insisted that they dicln’t have a favored
alternative, but they said the isoiated facility would provide the highest water
quality for Southern Cat[forni= and the most reliable supply.

It would also help reduce the number of fish that are caught in the water transfer
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"It would provide better water quality for users south o= the Delta," said Gordon
Hess, dlr~tur of importee water for Ibe San Diego County Water Authority.

Moving water in a channel that ski~@ the De..ta wout¢ keep the water from
interacting
drainage from cities a~d farms and sea water that gets lapped up in the Delta, thus

reducing the amount ~ harmful s~lt and ~romides the water picks up on its journey
south.

The 8an Francisco Delta supplies the dr;nkin9 wa:e: for more than 22 million
Californians as well as most of the water for tt~e state’s $24 billion agricultural
industry. San Diego County Water Authority ge:s about 20 per�grit of its imported
water from the San FranGis¢o

Hess said adding more storage capaoi:y through *,he construction Of additional
reservoirs is critical to increasing tt~e supp!y. "There’s a lot of water now that you
could collect and save in storage for times when conditions are drier," he said,

Unlike the Peripheral Canal, this new proposal can,qot move as rn~ch water from the
Delta and includes a comprehensive ,grogram to repair levees, improve the habitat of
threatened fish, bolster flood control measures a~ add storage fi~iliti~s.

But many Northern Californians m!~h: sti!l be suspicious of the proposal because
they feat it
would reduce tr~e quality of water within the Delta and allow ;or the removal of more

water.

The cost of the prooosed improvements range from $8 billlon to $’..0.5 billion over 25
ye=rs.
Those ~sts will be picked up by the state and federal government and the users of

the water, said Lester Snow, executive director of CalFed.

Jo~n Garamencli, aeputy Interior secretary, said the federal government has already
pledged $.~00 million to restore the De;ta’s ecosystem, matching the amount the state
plan~ to contribute.

Garamendi said the plan is "well on the way toward the developmen: of a new water
ethic" in
California that benefits all interests.
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Fnvironmentalists, however, cri:icJzeo the Calred proposal~ as "~ repackaging of
tired ideas,

SOIU JOt’IS.rather than fresh thoughtful "’ "
Flonnie Cohen, of the Nstural Resources Defense Council, ¢rt;cized ~he ~epo~t for

asking
agricultural users to conserve only I percent nf their current water use. Parmers use

85 percent of the state’s water ~upplies.

"it seems like an over reliance on traditional dams and concrete canai~, rather
proven

conservation methods," she said.

OalFed officials plan to seek publ’c comment or~ the plans c~uring the next 75 days at
a series of 12 meetings, including one on May !2 in San Diego. They wil! then issue a
report in the fall.
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